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at flight. And If he claims, and does not come,
we will swallow thy city whole, houses and all.
Then those two vultures disappeared. And not
long afterwards, hearing that my daughter was to
be given in marriage, suitors arrived like swarms
of bees from every quarter of the world, attracted
by her fame. For she is called Yashowati, because
the fame of her fills the world. Then all those
suitors followed one another, like the days of the
year in which they went, up upon the terrace
of the city wall: and like those days, not one of
them all has ever returned, but they have vanished
utterly, none knows how, or where. And when all
the distant suitors were exhausted, and all the
neighbouring kings, then, in my ardent desire to
get her married, no matter how, to no matter whom,
I offered her to the men of my own city, showing
her to them from the palace windows. And every
man that saw her ran to win her; and one by one,
the men of the city followed after her former suitors,
till they grew few in the city. Thereupon the
women banded together, and took their husbands
and their sons and everything in the shape of
a man, and hid them : and now as thou seest,
there is not a man to be seen or found, in the
whole city. But every stranger that cornes to the